
FRENCH Charles E  

 

 Private  Hampshire Regiment 10th Battalion.   

(formerly G/22943 Middlesex Regiment)   

Date of Death: 02/10/1918   

Service No: 32134  

According to the CD Rom "Soldiers Died" he is shown as born Tolleshunt D'Arcy enlisted Hornsey. The 1901 

Census shows a Charles Ernest French birth registered at  Maldon and living at Gosfield aged 15. The 

1891census has his age of 3 & shows the place of birth as Tolleshunt D'Arcy. 

10th (Service) Battalion:  Formed at Winchester in August 1914 as part of K1 and moved to Dublin, attached as 
Army Troops to 10th (Irish) Division. Moved to Mullingar in September. March 1915 : moved to the Curragh 

and transferred to 29th Brigade, 10th (Irish) Division. Moved to Basingstoke in May 1915. Sailed from 

Liverpool on 7 July 1915 and going via Mudros landed at Gallipoli 6 August 1915. 2 November 1916 : 

transferred to 82nd Brigade, 27th Division .They served thereafter in Salonika fighting against the Bulgarians. 

Fighting was difficult and the conditions bad; for every casualty of battle three died of malaria, influenza or 

other diseases. 

At the beginning of 1918, the Allied troops in Salonika were prepared for a major offensive intended to end the 

war in the Balkans. The Greek Army had been reorganised and joined the Allied force. The offensive began in 

July 1918, but the British contingent did not play a significant part until early September. Then the British 

attacked a series of fortified hills. The final assault began along the whole front on 15 Sep 1918; the British 

being engaged in the Lake Doiran area. This Battle was really on the 18th and 19th September 1918 and was a 

disaster for the British Divisions. They had to frontally assault 'Pip Ridge' which was a 2000 foot high heavily 

defended mountain ridge with fortresses built on some of the higher mountains, notably Grand Couronne. (This 

was what the Bulgarians had been working on in the first months of 1916 and early 1917.) They sustained very 

heavy casualties. 

 

1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 



 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: 489. Cemetery: 

MIKRA BRITISH CEMETERY, 

KALAMARIA 

At the invitation of the Greek Prime 

Minister, M.Venizelos, Salonika (now 

Thessalonika) was occupied by three French 

Divisions and the 10th (Irish) Division from 

Gallipoli in October 1915. Other French and 

Commonwealth forces landed during the 

year and in the summer of 1916, they were 

joined by Russian and Italian troops. In 

August 1916, a Greek revolution broke out at 

Salonika, with the result that the Greek 

national army came into the war on the 

Allied side. The town was the base of the 

British Salonika Force and it contained, from 

time to time, eighteen general and stationary hospitals. Three of these hospitals were Canadian, although there 

were no other Canadian units in the force. The earliest Commonwealth burials took place in the local Protestant 

and Roman Catholic cemeteries, and the Anglo-French (now Lembet Road) Military Cemetery was used from 

November 1915 to October 1918. The British cemetery at Mikra was opened in April 1917, remaining in use 

until 1920. The cemetery was greatly enlarged after the Armistice when graves were brought in from a number 

of burial grounds in the area. MIKRA BRITISH CEMETERY now contains 1,810 Commonwealth burials of 

the First World War, as well as 147 war graves of other nationalities. Within the cemetery will be found the 

MIKRA MEMORIAL, commemorating almost 500 nurses, officers and men of the Commonwealth forces who 

died when troop transports and hospital ships were lost in the Mediterranean, and who have no grave but the sea. 

They are commemorated here because others who went down in the same vessels were washed ashore and 

identified, and are now buried at Thessalonika. No. of Identified Casualties: 1952  

 

TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY 


